U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


August 25, 2003 


MR BRIAN 8 


Subject: HIMES, CHESTER BOMAR 
FOIPA No. 0978284- 000 
Dear Requester: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Pri- s? » (F^ 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is o. ^" d 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted pu) "cni si 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhola niv:metonf ~ 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section ^*^ 
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99 page(s) were reviewed and 99 page(s) are being released. 
/ 


O Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


o referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 


O referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this V 
information when the consultation is finished. 


& You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 

writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag 
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. 

The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or 
“Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


O The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


O See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


Du 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 

Record / Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure (s) (2) 


OPCA-16a (Rev. 12-3-96) 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
foreign policy and (B).are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order: 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that 


the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right 
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by 

a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce- 
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 


could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical 
safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency fespansibie 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crirne 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or 
foreign policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 


privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 


or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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e Edgar Hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


CHESTER D, ES) Article Captioned, "Negro }' 
Are Needed," appearing in the lay, l9ll, Tens of 
— Crisis" NTM L STOURITY; SEITI N. 


For your information there ia attached a photostatic 
copy of an article headed as above which, as RE a gius 
4 y 


Advancement of Colored aic fa 


ES You will note that the article recommends. 

| wevelutionary action on the part of colored people and 

| for thot reason I thought it should be brought to your 
attention, iowever, no investigation is being instituted 
unless you believe the article is sufficient to warrent such 
attention and so advise the Bureau, 


o 8 As a natter of further information it is noted i 


\ VVT cert or pe A, has dn } 
| reported to be an adherent or supporter or porhaps a member | | 
| of the Communi st Party or other orpanisatíons reported to 
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Ld 8 100-135-35 ; 
3 SAC, Mew York July 10, L 
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J. Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Invest: gation 


CHESTER D, HIMES; 
IKTER:AL SECURITY; e. 
SEDI TION, B 


Reference is made to your letter of Lay 26, lol, captioned, * 
Plan of Revolution; Internal Security = C," advising that a questionable article, 
- s Are Needed,” written by the above-cant'oned indivicual appeared 
in the Fay, lal, issue of the publication, "The Crisis.” You furnished a cory 
of this issue of "The Crisis" and you will recall that the article in question 
related to certain rroposed revolutionary actions to te initiated br “errces, 


l The Criminal Division of the Departuent, after cons'derinr a copy — 
» pf this article, has ccenmicated with the dure au M 


4 iV "7 Al. 8 ig E 
\ A , Cata as to iímest general backrromd, activities, inclinat: 
: Val parti cularly determine the nature of Hines! writing or pub 
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V 2i The Departrent is apparently not desirous of having ar. investigation ed | 
CAN of the publication, "The Crisis," carried out and, adcitionally, the Bureau desires . ] 
N J that this incuiry, which has been requested, be conducted as discreetly as possible, 
NH { particularly any phases thereof which might or might seen to concern "The Crisis.” ae 
NS As indicated, tne Department has. requestec an investigation of Himes indivicually. ` 
EP. dowever, vou should, of course, continue whatever examinations you have made of 
l N5 "The Crisis" i^ comection with your reneral coverage o^ "egro activities. N Fa * 
a As a natter of information, the Burcan's files show that one Chester Be i 
MC nes o” Los ‘ngeles, California, who nay or may not be identical with the author a 
A tiis article, has been reported to be an adherent or supporter or perhaps 2 
K ajrerber of the Communist “arty or other organizations reported to be in 8 
N GN thy with the Cameamist Fart. 8 
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„ of his latest effort, mich will probably be entitleq Ae the 
| End Comes." that this book deals with a young Negro 
couple and that the characters therein are actually the subject and his wife. 
Like most of his other writings, this book is a sociological study. She 
advised that HIMES is presently in New York City arranging with the publYish- 
ing house of Houghton & Mifflin, which has agreed to publish the work She 
stated that he had had various articles &ccepted by magazines and other pub- 
lications, such as Esquire and the Saturday Evening Post. She did nat n 
elaborate upon the type of articles referred to or the particular „. . 
of the publications mentioned. 


&dvised that subject had 
registered for the first Selective Service call at & Cleveland, Ohio, 
draft board; that he had been subsequently called up for physical examina- 
tion, but was turned down for physical disability. It was also learned that 
while in New York in connection with the publication of his book, subject is bic 
residing at 940 St. Nicholas Street, but that he expects to return to Los 


Angeles as soon as the transaction with the publishing house has been completed. 
ey ee him as a writer by occupation. 


The personnel records of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Dry Dock 
Company at San Pedro reflect that subject's complete and true name is CHESTER 


"P f BORMOR HIMES; that he filed an application with this concern on March 6, 1944, 
SE» giving his address as 1056 North de Carmo Drive, Los Angeles, telephone 
^ „ Angelus 22272. Prior to that he resided at 4433 Crocker Street, Los Angeles. 
e was born at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 29, 1909, concerning which 
e furnished documentary proof satisfactory to the shipyard. He is regis- 
A7 ered with Local Draft Board #20, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a member of the 
v d National Association for the Advancement of Colored [people at 69 Fifth 
QC. e^ enue, New York City. He is also a member of theMNational Urban League, 
É d 1133 Broadway , New York City. 


His personnel file reflected the following relative 
the relationships other than that of his wife are not “ven: 


hi ^S, wife, 1056 North 


Subject was educated at East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, gradu- 
ating in 1926. Thereafter he claifis one year at Ohió State University, 


Columbus, Ohio. 


\ * His prior employment was listed as follows: 1938 to 1944, WPA, 
N Cleveland, Ohio; 1943, California Sanitary Canning Company, 50th and Long 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Form No, 1 


This Case Originated at LOS ANGELES, CALIF 


NY File No. 100-63874 SBS 
Never’ Made at Date When Made Period for Report Made By 
| 


1/8/45 Thich Made 
NEY YORK, N, Y. fs 12/14,18/44 — bc 
1/1/45 dk 
Title 7 Character of Case 
CHESTER BORMOR HIMES INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 
Synopsis of Facts! e 
— 
CC Ex ; HOUGHTON & MIFLIN CO. have not published nor con- "dh 
Reu 3 3 tracted to publish any book for subject. Subject — f ib 
9 W is unknown to them. Subject has a contract and” N | 
veu of sd is presently writing a book for DOUSLZDAY DORAN ( Di | 
O. Articles written by subject ani published in ~/} | 
ev: Esquire" reviewed herein. | 
ALL INFORMATION E a | 
BO ss HEREIN IS UNCLASSIHEDOESAT — 7c 
DATE, ab SES g vaa Sato. 
REFERENCE: Bureau File 105-2502. 
Report of Special e EE 
November 25, 1944 at Los Angeles, California. 
DETAILS: i 


NS YORS CITY, NEW YORK 


432 Fo 


urth Avenue, Yew York City, 
New York, nae oad that CHESTER BORHOR HIMES has no 


contract with that Company for the publication of 
any book, pamphlet, or writings of any kind. Fe b7D 
stated that HIMES is not known to that Comapny and 

that they have never published anything for him. 


RUSSELL & VOLEZN 1 - i | ! 


ifth Avenue, New York City, New York, stated 
that that partaership is the literary representative for the sub ject in 
‘the New York area. 


He stated that at the present time HIMES is under A 
uw contract to the DOUBLEDAY DORAN COMPANY and that he ig presently writing 
c Cio — 


& book for that Company. 
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NY 100-63874 


He stated that practically all of FILES! writing so far es 
he knew has been purely fiction work but that he believed that EILZS 
had written a few articles for the Negro Press somewhere in the | 
vicinity of the State of Illinois. He stated that he could furnish 
no further information concerning these articles, 


stated that the subject has had 
several articles nublished in "squire" magazine in years past 


He also said that HIMES had had articles »vblishec ir the “Saturday 


Zvening Post" which is Hubi i shed by the CURTIS PISLISEING COMPANY. biz 


"2squire" magazine in the Yew York 
area, 366 liadison Avenue, New York City, New York, advised that CHESTER 
BORLOR BILZS is an ex-convict and hã x writings were 
done while he was still in prison. he could fur- 
nish little information conce ning El DS! keround bui he knew that 
the urticles had been » lished through 
Negar" “egavine woes office is at 919 North iichizan avenue, 
Chicago o datinviso 


E 


"Usquire" Magazine, 
366 iiadison Avenue, New York City, Hew York, advised that he does not 
personally know the subject. He stated that all of HILZS! articles 
had been submitted through agents. Fe could furnish no background 
information concerning the subject. i 


NDsquire" agazine, 
355 Ladigon Avenue, New York Cit’, advised that the following articles 
written by tbe subject had been published in "Esquire": 


Date of liagaziue Pege "amne of Article — 

. 22 VC dT 
August 1934 28 "Crazy in the Stir N * 
October 1934 100 "To "hat Red Hell?" — EN y 
September 1936 76 "Visiting Hour" e ' 1 
January 1937 64. “Tights for Cryin" ( 
May 1937 99 "Xvery Opportunity IN 
March 1940 58 "Harihuana and a Pistol" 
February 1942 55 "Strictly Business." 


er obtained cooies of the above mentioned magazines 
fro and reviewed each of the above listed articles. 


es 


NT 100-53874 Pr” 


l of them were found to be fiction articles and none contained any 


['material which could be termed seditious, The following is à & i m 


review of each of said articles: 


"Crazy in the Stir" C WAR 
This article has the cation "A long-term prisoner in a state 
penitentiary tells an authentic story about life on the inside 
It is a sordid descrintive story of the life and thoughts of a 
convict in prison and the action cf his fellow convicts. 


“To What Red Hell?" 


This article is caotioned "Fire in the Big House seen from the 
inside through the eres of a long-term insider." This is also 
a fiction article describing a fire which took »lace in a orison 
and with a great deal of descriptive material concerning injured — 
prisoners, their thoughts, and actions. 


; LY 
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This article is S ned “The words a man really means to say to po 
his wife can't come out in those few caged moments." This is also ELA 
a fiction article describing en interview between a orisoner end AS “| 
his wife and describes her attermts to obtain executive clemency : Ma 

on his vehalf and his feelings of hatred and sorrow vecause of her 

inability to obtain his freedom. 


"The Wight: Sor Cryin" 


This article is captioned "Black Boy wasn't afraid of anyone living 
but death row is a sorrowful nlace at night." This is a fiction 
article describing the actions of "Black Boy", a Negro, in overtaking 
his girl, a Negress, who had been unfaithful to him and of Black Boy's 
assault won her and subsequent aoorehension and incarceration because 
of his love for her. 


"Every Opoortunity" 


This article is cantiened "His mother used to tell him that if he'd 
eat his oatmeal he'd be President." This is a description of the 
thoughts -nd actions of a parolee who is being released ‘rom the 
penitentiary and of his first few days of freedom. 


-5— 


C— in the subject's-file and | on- Lt 


au. 


e 


v 


"Mw À 


pol 
N 
n 
fa 


E 


) ^ Change Comes Ons on a Ro% tald Pellomehip, 


(the only information set forth will be that which is in addition 
to the background, etc., reported in the referenced report.) 

The subject took his physical examination for induction on 
February ll, 1944 at Los Angeles, California, and was rejected at this 


time because of a back injury, On May 22, 194) he was reclassified by 
Local Board #20 as 2-BF, | + 


subject was married at Cleveland, Ohio to JEAN LUC 


On July 13, 1937, according to hís Selective p records, the f 


It was noted that one additional address was given for the 2 
‘subject, which address was wets West Street, Qakland, California. From 2 
wine change of address notices in subject's file, it seems that the 2 
subject moved from 1056 DeGarmo Drive, los Angeles to the Oakland, Calif- 
ornia adoma; and then moved again back to the DeGarmo Drive address, 


dn December 6, 19lh, there was a notice (SE change of address 


Dat the present time writing Negro sociologio novel entitled "As 


under contract with the Doubleday, Doran and-Gom 17 West 29 Street, 2 
New York City. His home address in New York City is the same as shown E- 
in the referenced reporte E 


On January 6, 1945 f the Cleveland Retail - 
Credit Men's Company, Nation y „ Cleveland, Ohio, a a 
nished a credit report on one CHESTER BNDES, wife LUCINDA, which . nes a 


pdicated that HIMES resided at 89 North 20th Street, Columbus, Ohio, His 
occupation at this time was WPA Library Project. The period that HIMES 


"n resided in Columbus is not known, 


The records of the Identification Division of the Cleveland 
Police Department were checked, and it was ascertained that the subject 
has the following a record with this department: q 


is cara HIMES, #10279, arrested Columbus, Emos 
ISA De, charged forgery. 


Qn January 23, 1925, he was given a deferred sentence and 
placed on probation, 
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Office N "UNITED STATES GOVERNHEN! 


Director, FBI | DATE: February 16, 194 : 
- SAC, Chicago | n E E 


CHESTER BORMOR HIMES | 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C l 
SEDITION 


rence is made to the attached report of Special 57 
Agent dated February 16, 1945 at Chicago, Fo 
Illinois, in the above-captioned case. 


Esquire Magazine, Chicago, b 7C | 
advised that he had learned that the subject made application b7D 3 
for a sçholarship with the Rosenwald di in ede V : 
1944. ' 


No attempt has been weds to obtain any information Jade 
concerning subject's communications with the Rosenwald Foundation B 
due to the fact that several suspects in the COMRAP case have Alv A 
visited the Rosenwald Foundation while in Chicago and it is not 
believed that this office should attempt to obtain information reJl 
from that organization. É = 


l Accordingly, no attempt will be made to contact ds 
Rosenwald Foundation in the absence of specific Bureau authori- —— — 
zations s 8 — 
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THiS case ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES | NY = Fite wo. 100-63874 FMQ 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 5/21, REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MAOE 


NEW YORK CITY | T7A2/A5 — 23:,6/4,16/45 b7 
TEN EN pros mn ES t i CHÉÁRACIER OF CASE — E 
' de 
CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, wa. INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
SEDITION | 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: aes Title of HIMES! book changed to "If He Hollers TNR | 
Let Him Go" . Book expected to be released on || | 1) 
. A 2/45. Arrangements made to secure copy. | LM 
i , HIMES moved from 940 St. Nicholas Ave., NYC, no 6 
Pinda forwarding address. No information available FL sus 
regarding HIMES! intention to reside permanently Ü 
in NYC or activities while in NYC. 
- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
s HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDE>E. e 
DATE. 215035 AA 
PIG 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 3/21/45, New York. 
Report of Specisl Agent 4/2/45,Los Angeles. 
Bureau letter to New York, 4/10/45. 


Letter to Bureau from Los Angeles, 5/26/45. 


AT NEW YORK CITY.. 


On May 21, and 23, 1945, Confidential porem os 
kt iM that the title of CHESTER BOMAR HIMES! book has been 
we changed to "If He Hollers Let Him Go." 


81 — zA 2 


The book is expected to be released o ober 5, 1945 J 
and arrangements were made through Confidential Informant to secure a -b Y 


copy of the same. 


CORRES pre 5 On May 23, 1945, June 4, and 16, 1945, Confidential 
44 dinforma nif pras contacted in an effort to determine if HIMES was still 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMI -—- 
5X cum á 
TO ê Director, Federr i Sia of Investigation DATE: June 29, 1944 E 
FROM Tom C. Clar*. Assistant Attorney General scc: DA sf Ye 
SUBJRCT: Che ster s Ses; Article CAD nets 14c-2o tmo 7- 
"Negro Martyrs Are Needed, pearing in ahs A iu 
the May, 1944, Issue of "né ert ate Ug I ros 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION „ or 
. E. l Ha... > 
„ Pa 
Reference is made to your memorandum dated M "i n eee 
June 13, 1944, to the Criminal Division in the above-entitied- ^i 
" mattor. ; 
You are advised that from the informati presently E 
available it appears that further investiga em. fa warrartad W 
and the Criminal Division would appreciate eif furnished | a 
with the information that you secure. | i i | 
Cv) | l uA 
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, mE, New York  Septesber 12, 19) 


A, John Edgar Hoov-- - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ,*' 
a df 3 a” vt 
e } AL SECURITY; SIND. d rd ( / Es 


Reference is made to the Bureau's letter d | July 10, 1944, outlining 
doertaln investigation desired concerning this individual, You will recall that 


i this inquiry was requésted by the Criminal Division of the Department, 
It is desired that you immediately give advice as to the status 
of the investigation and as to the date a report may be expected. 
>, tols 
Mr, E, A. Tam — 
Mr. erg 
Vr, Coffey 
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K FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THiS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES NTE «o. 100-6367 MVR 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


wea e 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


CHESTER BC HIMES INTERNAL SECURITY-C 
| SEDITION 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10/10/hlh 


TITLE 


— — ÀÀ—— 


svwoPsisorracrs: Subject is auther ef article entitled, e Martyrs Are Needed", 
which appeared in May, 19ll issue ef ® ao | 
advecates revelutien im U.S. Subject is esident ef Califernia. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Se? -R U C- 
DA S_ By DAS loms 


REFERENCE: Bureau File 200=L74@k6. 
Bureau letter te New York dated /a. 


DETAILS: AT NEW YORK CITY 


This investigatien is predicated upen a letter from the Bureau 
dated July 10, 194i advising that subject was the auther ef a 
questionable article entitled, "NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED", which 
appeared in the May, 19); issue ef the publication, "The Crisis". 
X Cepies ef this article have been obtained by the writer frem the 
q New York Publie Library. 


PE e 3 The article in questien advecates revedutien im the United States. 
“yh Photestatic copies thereef are being ferwarded herewith te the 
a 4 Bureau and te the Los Ángeles Field Divisien. It will be neted 
that the May, 19ll issue ef "The Crisis“ indicates that the author 
„ef this article is a resident ef the State of California. 
P a 
l T 5 It will also be neted that the reference letter frem the Bureau 
A indicates that the Bureau files show that ene CHESTER B. HIMES, ef 
can Les Angeles, might be identical with the auther of this article, 
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NY 100-6387l; 


It is,therefore, believed that the subject is a resident of Les Angeles, 
California. 


Investigation made in the New York Field Divisien fer the purpese 
of determining the subject's exact street address was negative, 
ENCLOSURES (2) BUREAU 


Twe copies ef the article entitled, NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED" by 
CHESTER B. HIMES, which appeared in the May, 19ll, issue of "The Crisis". 


ENCLOSURES (2) LOS ANGELES 


Two copies ef the article entitled, "NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED" by 
CHESTER B. HIMES, which appeared in the May, 19h) issue ef "The Crisis". 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 5ubjeet is author of article entitied, “Negro Martyrs Are heeded", 
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DiklAlL5: 


APPROVED AND — 
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whieh appeared in May, 1944 1% or "The Crisis", Article 
advocates revelutiem in d. 3. subject is resident ef Ualífornia. 
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Bureau File -Ich. 


; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
bureau letter te Mw York dated 7/10 uL. 


HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 2. Mo 
DAfE, 2413185 py 445 cios 


AT Mis: "ia. CITY 


This investigation Às predicated upen a Lotter frum the -ureau 
dated July 10, 15. advising; that subject was the author of & 
Questionable article ertitied, Un MAUTIIS Ala. Nibh", which 
appeared in the May, ifs isvue of toe publisation, “The Crisis". 
Copies ef this article have been sbtainod by the writer fra the 
bew York Publio Library. 


The article ín question advesstes revedution im tbe United States, 
"hotostatie copies thereof are being ferwardeó herewith te the 
nureau and to the Los Angeles lislá Avis ien. It will be Re ted 
that whe May, Wie issue of “The Crisi." indicates that the author 
of this article is a resident of the State of California. . 


^V wili also De noted that the referenes letter frem the Bureau 
indicates that the nureau files snua that one Ci Thi: He ulMLS, of 
lee selos, might be identicai with the author of this article. 
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| SAC, Los Angeles October 27, 19h 
A wt John Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


1 
* 


CHESTER B. HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
SEDITION 


Reference 1 precared in this b7C 
case by Special A at New Tork, New York, 


on October 10, . 


As the Department has specifically asked that this 
investigation be conducted and as the matter has bem pending 
for some time, it is desired that inquiry be immed! ately 
instituted at Los Angeles for the nurpose of 3 dent: fying 
subject Times and developing appropriate data as to his back- 
ground, current activities, etc, 


. For your rore complete inform tion as to previ ous 
develorments in the matter there are attached copies of the 
Bureau's letter of July 10, 19L, addressed to the New York 
Held Division, 


"th reference to the report submitted at New York 

City, it !s noted that the report set forth relatively little 
information ag to the type of investi gation desired 

and did not include any undeveloped leads torard 
investi gation at Los Angeles, In a situation of thie the 
rerort should have been inclusive of undeveloped leads ing 
tne type of inquiry the Pureau had requested in its previous 
camani 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: October 20, 1944 
ar 
ern FROM : SAC, Los Angeles 


SUBJECT: CHESTER B. HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
SEDITION TN 
Reference is made to Bureau File #100-174048 and in particular 
to the report of Special agent. I er York, dated October 10, 1944. 


This report designates Los Angeles as the offioe of origin in 
instant case and refers it upon completion to this office, not however setting 
out any request for investigation by the Los Angeles Office. 

The Bureau is requested to advise if any investigation is ds .— 
sired in this matter and under what character it is desired that the investigation 
be conducted. 


es 
co New York NE A 
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J Has MA 
100-171018 
SAC, Vem York October 12, 191) 
John Edgar Hoone ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
4 
CHESTER D, IDES; INTURTAL SECUTCTY; SED TIN, 


| Reference 1 rade to the Bureau's letters of July 10 and September 12 7 
lbh, requesting investigation in connection with this matter. 


Sufficient tinc has certainly elapsed to remit you to adequately 
investigate this matter and submit a report. Accordingly, i+ is desi red that 
an invest’ rativo rerort be submitted no Inter than October 20, lll. 
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105-2502 
AC, Los 'nroles ber 1, "ll 
Jam Edgar Hoover - -Arector, “ederal pure au of Tnvest! ration 
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Reforence is made to the Dureau's letter in the aboveecantioned case 
bearing the dato October 27, Id. 


In ordor that an early renly may be rade to tua iepartront, please 
accord the requested '!nventipra*tion imediate attention and submit a revort 
'n the near future, 
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Vy „Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: December ja 1944 


MET 
FROM : Tom C, Clark, Assistant Attorney General (co TCC:DA:miv 
' 9 16-28-1519 
SUBJECT: Chester B, Himes; Article Captioned, ne 
Negro Martyrs Are Needed," appearing in 
he May, 1944, Issue of het Oris ien; 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION E 
{ 


pO ee ^ 
Reference is made to my memorandum dated June 29, 1914 | 
requesting that an investigation be conducted relative to the bor 
entitled matter. In case you have received any reports in this matter, 
it would be appreciated if you would furnish the Criminal Division 
with copies of them. 


a: M 
* 108-2502 — 


12-8-ll, 
asel stant Attorney General Tom C. Clark 


John Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Chester Be Hines; Article Captioned, 
"Negro Vartyrs Are needed, 7 aprearing in 
the Vay, 19::l, iasuo of "The Crisis"; 
Ine TUA SECU Tre Sere ryt. 


Deference is mace to your or nd of December 1, Dll. » asking 
that you be furnished with cocoicg o? any availiable revorts subnittec 'n tnig 
Sanne, 


Ab: rough cons'dera.le Gif. cult waa initially experienced in Ytocatin 
subject ‘nea, it is anrticinated that a conniete report will be rcce'ved by the 
Mureau n the near future anc when t tu available a copy will be immed! ately 
furnished you. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED aT LOS ANGELES FILE NO. 100-22661 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR , REPORT MADE BY 
! WHICH MADE i 

LOS ANGELES | 25/44 | 1M7-9/4 OO] KH 
me CHANGED | CHARACTER OF ca — 

CHESTER BORMOR HIMES ' INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

SEDITION 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ee 
Subject is a 35-year-old Negro, born in Jefferson te 


City, Missouri, 7/29/09, reportedly well educated 
i and interested in Sociological problems of Negro 44 
m race; has resided in California since 1940, coming Ne e g U 
D 7 C 


q here from Cleveland, Ohio; is presently in NYC in TAI 


M connection with ation of a book recently * 
t written by him; to have written numerous CUM P t je 
| articles for vari publications, including D vw LITE, 


Saturday Eveni ost and Esquire; in LA is known 9 
to have contributed to at least two radical type 
E d — M es 
p tions; member of NAACP, NYC; has FRI number 
; Berved eight years Of a twenty-year sentence | l 
for robbery at Cleveland in 1928; is friend of certain“ " N 
CP members and is possibly sympathetic to Communist 


therein himself. fei I uou : 
| HEREIN CO um ing 1 
bod pare. IIS. ey F143 calms 


REPERENCE; Bureau file No. 105-2502. 


Report of Special Agnt[ ^ ^ J New York, 10/10/44. 
Bureau letter 10/27/44. 


DETAILS: 


Ihe title of this case is being changed to reflect the omplete 
name of this.subject as CHESTER BORNMOR HIMES, as obtained by current in- 


ves tega ti Los Angeles. 
— — geles. 
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For the information of interested offices, this subject first 
came to the attention of the Bureau as a result of a questionable article 
which subject had written 55 Martyrs Are Needed," which ap- 
peared in the May 1944 issue of the publication, "Thes Crisis." This article 
related to certain proposed revolutionary actions which subject advocated 
on the part of Negroes. The Criminal Division of the Department subseguently 
requested that an investigation of HIVES be undertaken with a view to 
developing data as to his general background, activities, inclinations, 
etc. Preliminary investigation by the New York Field Office indicated 
that the subject presently resided at Los Angeles, California. 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 


A check of the Los Angeles indices regarding this individual 
revealed only that in March 1944 he applied to the Coast Guard at San Pedro, 
California, for a pass to enter the yards of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding 
and Dry Dock Company, but that at the time of his request he was found to 
have no draft registration or classification card in his possession. At 

; that time he claimed that he had left both of them at home, his residence 
Y al j 5 i s 

| iy? address being 1056 North de Garmo Drive, Los Angeles 

N de No credit record or other data regarding subject was found at the 

various credit agencies in Los Angeles. He is not listed in either the 
current city or telephone directory, although subsequent investigation re- 
vealed that he does have a residence telephone, Angelus 22272, which is 
apparently unlisted. l 


It was learned throug] — hrat in March 1944 subject was 52 
employed for & time by the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company DD 
at San Pedro; further, that subject was believed to have had a criminal m 
record of some years ago from Cleveland, Ohio. 


viously 
under a suitable pretex as a 
result of which it was learned that subject is a Negro born at Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on July 29, 1909. His father, JOSEPH SNHIMES, was a 
teacher in the school system at Lincoln, Missouri. He married his present 
wife et Cleveland, Ohio, and they ceme to California in 1940. Since then 
they have lived for the most part at Los Angeles and presently own their 


home at 1056 North de Garmo Dri ject is well educate C "q 
15 SO greatly interested, particularly regarding the lot of the Negro race, j 


It was learned that as a matter of fact he had written more than qus bod 


on the sociological study of minorities and the Negro people in /particui / 
as well as several magazine articles. He has never been successful in get- 7 
ting a book published, however, until recently, when he contracted for the |} 
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Beach Avenue, Los Angeles; 1943, Richmond Shipyard, richmond, California, 
as shipfitter trainee; 1943, Towlsaver, Inc., 2012 East 12th Street, Los 
Angeles, as towel machine operator; 1944, Kaiser-Hughes Aircraft Company, 
warehouse, Vernon, California; 1944, Huntington Rubber Company, 4128 
Whiteside Avenue, Los Angeles, as tire rebuilder; 1944, Borden Sales 
Manufacturing Company, Los Angeles, as warehouseman. 


It may be noted that after obtaining the job at Los Angeles 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company on March 6, 1944, subject terminated 
at his own request, one week later claiming a spinal injury prevented 
his working. Nothing of a derogatory nature concerning his activities 
during that one week was indicated in the file. ; 


Searches of the Identification Divisions of bath the Los Angeles 
Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff's Of fg revealed no 
criminal record for the subject since he has resided dn Los Angeles. 
However, the police records do show that one CHESTER HIMES, FEI 4176232, 
had registered with the Police Department as an ex-convict on December 10, 
1941. It is noted that this does not constitute an arrest record, but 
merely & registration as an ex-convict in accordance with the requirements 
of a city ordinance. This record reveals that CHESTER HIMES in December 
1928 was arrested by the Police Department at Cleveland, Ohio, under that 
name on a charge of robbery, receiving a sentence of twenty years in the 
Stete Penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio. According to the record, he served 
some eight years of this sentence until his release on parole in April 
1936, being finally released from parole on February 3, 1959. 


The Bureau is being requested to furnish the up-to-date criminal 
Saas of this individual. 


news organ for the West Coast, there is printed a letter which C 
CHIVES wrote to the editor of the paper. This letter is entitled Windia 

Freedom Essentigl." It is noted that this wes during the period when the 
— Party was extremely active in its propaganda calling for the. 

pening of a second front in Europe. This letter is quoted as follows; —— bud 


"As an American Negro citizen, I must advocate the immediate 
independence of India regardless of whatever stand taken by the 
Indian nationals. For the same political reason I must advocate 
the immediate opening of a second front. 

„„ 


"Y feel that the political leaders of my country who favor a 
second front are inseparable from those who favor the freedom of 


| d ; In the August 14, 1942, issue of the Weople's World,” Communist ; m 
\ E | , 


| Á 
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India, and that those and only those who favor both a second 
front and the independence of India are the only ones who will 
fight for the political and economic equality of American Negroes. 


"I feel that the independence of India is of equal political 
and military importance to the opening of the second front,for only. 
by the advocation of both can the political power of the proletariat 
be strengthened. Pes e 


"The division of these two main objectives of the proletariat, 
the opening of the second front and the independence of India, would 
divide and weaken the entire effort of the people to gain sufficient 
political strength to have a voice in the writing of the people. 


"I urge that your paper continue to fight for Indian independ- 
ence regardless of the moves of capitalistic politics to split the 
unity of the people. 


Sincerely yours, 


CHESTER B. HIMES A 


Los Angeles, California" D 


Subject had an article entit ig People We Know," published in 
the November 1943 issue of TC issued 
semi-montnly &t Los Angeles, the owner and editorial staff of which are 
chiefly Negroes and which paper has been classified as a radical type. 

This article starts off by stating that the author, CHESTER B. HIMES, 

is taking the liberty to publish four typed pages of & Nisei's diary in 
the hope that a better understanding of the problems confrorting these |, , 
Japanese-Americans might be attained. The author, by way of preliminary | | 
introduction, states: 


"First let me point out the greatest fallacy in our regard 
to all minorities. We are branded by the magnificence of our 
nation into believing that no person will ever desire to transfer 
his allegiance. But yet there are many citizens of this nation, 
among whom are the Nisei, who have never been permitted to share 
the rights, privileges, and opportunities which make this nation 
magnificent. We command these groups of citizens to uphold, 
cherish, and abide by a system of government and a way of life 
which excludes them from all of the best it has to offer. And 
strangely, we feel betrayed when allegiance is not manifested 
in glowing emulation.  Verily we are & rare people. 


ba 
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"But wouldn't it be wonderful if we in this netion progressed 
to & point of common interests and common aims, where every citizen, 
no matter what birth, ancestry, or r&ce, would be willing without 
reservation or hesitation to go out and die for it. 


"But I would not want to be accused of being visionary, ide&]- 
istic, utopianistic; I am American, was born American, think American, 
so therefore I offer an alternative. If, after reading these ex- 
cerpts from this Nisei's diary, all of us are still consumed with 
our relentless hate for them, let's not quibble, investigate, and 
vituperate; let's take them out and shoot them...." 


The author thereafter quotes a lengthy passage from what is pur- 
ported to be from a Nisei's diary under date of August 25, 1933, in which 
the Nisei decries the fact that Japanese-Americans are hybrids of two con- 
trasting civilizations, as a result of which they live the unique life of 
an oriental heritage and an occidental environment, with the result that 
often the two distinctly clash and seem to be at war with each other; fur- 
ther, that in spite of the efforts of the Nisei to be good Americans, they 
are, for the most part, subject to prejudice and discrimination in the l 
country in which they were born. 


Numerous reliable confidential sources regarding the Communist 
Party and the Communist Political Association in the Los Angeles area have 
been contacted for any information indicating that subject CHESTER B. HIES 
may be sympathetic to or active in the Communi ; inta ea. 
However, these sources advise that there is no Subject p75 


is or has been a member of the Party in this area. 


It may be noted, however, that in his application for employment 
with the Los Angeles Shipbuilding anà Dry Dock Company in Var E 
ject listed as references 


By way of identification of the above individuals 
files reveal that 
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yard as; 


b 


Subject is described in his application at the Los Angeles Ship- 


Race 


Age 


Residence 


Height 

Mei ght 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Occupation 

Draft board 

Marital status 

Social Security number 
FBl number 


Negro 

35; born Jefferson City, Missouri, 
July 29, 1909 

1056 North de Garmo Drive 

Los Angeles, California 

Telephone Angelus 22272 

518" 

150 

Black 

Brown; wears rimless glasses 

Dark, smooth shaven 


_Mriter 5 
“LDB 420, Clevelénd, Ohio 


Married; Wife, JEAN JOENSON HIMES 
293-09-2293 i 
176232 


- PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 

AT CLEVELAND, OHIO: 

Is requested to check the names — bojt] 570 
against its indices and report whether subject has ever come to the attention 
of that office. It is noted that prior to coming to California in 1940 or 
1941, HIMES resided in Cleveland, Ohio, where he also went to school. 

Is requested to ascertain from the Cleveland Police Department 
whether HIMES has ever come to its attention in connection with radical 


activities in Cleveland. 


Will report subject's status with Local Draft Board 320 and any 
additional background data reflected in his Selective Service file. 


men THe T, eer 


ow TA aem 
AT NEW YORK CITY: Wes negates d 


Is requested to discreetly ascertain“ if subject's book has yet 
been published by the Houghton + Mifflin Company, and if so, obtain a copy 
for examination for possible seditious or revolutionary material it might ipl 
contain. It is noted that the best information at hand indicates that this. M N 
book is entitled "After the End Comes," concerning the publication of whioh- 
subject is in New York City &t the present time, located at 940 St. Nicholas 
Street. It is suggested that in the event the book has not yet been published, 
no contact with the publishing house for & review of its contents should be 
made in the sence of instructions from the Bureau to do so. 


LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION N 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: ] 
WAAL | LL M 
Will contact the various past employers of the subject to ascertain 
whether, during such employment, he is known to have made any seditious 
statements or advocated the revolutionary overthrow of the country. 


Will report any criminal record received from the Bureau. 
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Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 1 os AXUT LES FILE NO. 100-22601 
REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR i REPORT MADE BY 
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wos | wwe sa ] a 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
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CRETE. anno: Luirg INTURMAL OYOCUSLTY + C 


eX. ATION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


dub et is a i8-ysar-eld segre, bora in Jefferson 
City, zissouri, 7/29/09, reportedly well ted 
and interested in sesieleriosl] problens of egre 
race; has rocidod in California singe 1940, caning 
here fren cleveland, Shio; 16 presently in M4 in 
connection with publication of a book recently E 
written by him; claims te have written munerous BIC 
articles fer various publications, inelucing 
saturday Tvenning ‘est end :squire, in |^ fe know 
to have contributos te at least tus radical ty pe 
publications; member ef Mac, NYC, has 78% maaber 
16233, served eight youre of a twenty-year ea, 
fer rebbery at Cleveland in 1928, is friend ef certain 
() |C} members and is possibly sympathetic to Locwniet 
DN. ann, but nat knew te be a aber or active 
15] taerein himself. 


of. 


REF ARINC Ks bureau file Xo. 108-8801. 


nepert ef :peetal 4 eo [rev fora, 10/10/44. 
bureau letter 10/27/44. 


The title ef this ense ia being chased to reflect the complete 
memo ef this subjeet as CixbTUA Nee lis, as obtained by current in- 
vestigation at Lee :ageles. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 7— 2034 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Los Angeles, 13, California 
November 25, 1944 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. " 
Re: CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SEDITION 
Dear Sir; 
Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following: 
Approximate date Fin- 
City, Police gerprints forwarded Fingerprint 
Arrest, or Other Federal Bureau of In- Classifica- 
Name (inc. aliases) Number. vestigation. tion. 
y FBI number d. 
CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 176232 4 pod y pe 
/ ‘ 
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R. B. HOOD ib. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Meo 


SUBJECT: 


` : 


Director, FBI \ g DATE: November 25, 1944 


SAC, Los Angeles - 


(C T 
= > 


CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 
Reference is made to the enclosed report of Special | E 
Agent dated November 25, 1944, at Los Angeles, BIC 


in the captioned matter. 


It is noted therein that current investigation re- 
garding subject at Los Angeles fails to reveal any of his 
writings other than one or two articles for local publications. 
However, it is noted that subject presently is believed to have 
contracted with Houghton & Mifflin Company, publishers inNew 
York, for the publication of a recent book about a young Negro 
couple, entitle fter the End Comes," in connection with wi 
subject is now in New York City. 


) 
The referenced report sets out a lead for the New York ae 
Office to discreetly ascertain if this book has already been " "4 
published, in order that its contents may be reviewed. The Cc 


Bureau is requested to advise the New York Office, however, 
whether, in the event the book has not yet been published, 
attempt should be made to contact the * House for 
review of its contents. 


Enclosures (5) 
MMB : KH 

100-22661 pn 
co New York TOME T. 
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SAC, Los 'ngeles Door 18, 19h 
fo! aT John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Burean of Invest: gation 


CHESTER BORMOR HIMES; INTERVAL SECURITY = Cy SEDITIQU, 


Reference 15 unde to the report submitted in this case by Special Agent 


— C Los Angeles, California, on November 25, 19h, and to your 
regn he sae date concerning the lead designated for "ow York Held 
one 


For the present the Burcau desires thet the lead for the fer York Field 
Division be ovvered as it now stands, In other words, the "aw York Office shold 
- make a disorest contact with the Houghton and Mifflin Company and when subject's 
ook has been published, a copy should be secured and reviewed an! if the book is 
inelus! ve of possibly seditious material, it should be sent to the Pureau for reviowr, 
It will not be necessary to make any s^eclal arrengerorts with the publi ahing 
company in order that the proposed book nay be reviewed prior to its publ! cation, 


co = law York 
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Hat MIA 
105-2502 
Assistant Attorney Oeneral Tom C. Clark December 18, 191] 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
: e 


CHESTER RORSOR HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
SEDI TION 


— 


Reference is made to cur previous corresvandence 
concerning this subject, your referenos TCCrDA:SH, 16-28-1519. 


For your information there aro attached copies of 
the following two reports which have bem submitted during 
the course of the investigation to date: 


Report of Special Agent dated at " 
New York City on er , . b7C 


Report of pecial Agent ted at 
Los Angeles, California, on 25, 19. 


This investigation is continuing and when 
additional information 1s developed you will be 
ddvised 
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DATE, ISIS py sas loms 
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NY 100-63874 
"Marihuana and a Pistol” 


This article is cantioned "He thought of his fingers on the 
trigger of the gun and realized he could shoot a man or two-—he 
could kill everybody." This ie another fiction article describing 
the thoughts of a marihuana victim who nlanned to "stick up" a 
Cleveland bank using beer bottles in nlace of guns but who won 


finding that he had a pistol attemoted to hold up & store and shot 
the proprietor. 


"Strictly Business! 


Tnis article ie captioned "Big Angelo didn't traet vhs boys in the 
mob so he kept Sure on a s:lary with tonus." This is a fiction 


- story of a murder committed by a man named Sure pureiy for business 


New Serio Naw sss ä that there is nc record in New York 

POM T =< Is : 
City showire ine orcióiss nulidshed by subject in the 2 
Post." Es siated that y zb aas are maintained by 


a queft.enatis exticle which subject had written entitled#®Negro hartvra 


reasons, the murderer's business being murder. It denicts the sub- 
sequent flight and the final enprehension of the murderer. 


CO scs evaniskING COMPANY, 292 iniison Avenue, 


subject fire: came to. the attention of the Sr as a,yesult of 


ec vir ch enpearei in the May 1944 issue of th; publication 
sis. 751g article related to certain proposei revolutionary 


actiohg which subject advocated on the part of the Negrves. | 


Tre Criminal Division of the Denartment subsequently requested 


that an investigation of EIMES be undertaken with a view of developing 
data as to his general background, activities, inclinations, etc. 


in 


the 


symathetic to the Communist movement but is not known to be a member or 
active therein himself. 


Preliminary investigation in the New York Field Division indicated that 
subject presently regides at Los Angeles, California. 
by the Los Angeles office that subject is a Negro, 
in Jefferson City, Lissouri, 


sociological pro roblens of the Negro race. It was Further determined 
t he is a frien d of certain Communist Party members and is possibly 


_ REFERRED UPON COHPLZTION TO THS OFFICE OF ORIGIN . 


—4— 


It vas determined 
35 years of age, born 
end reported to be well educated and interested 


( 


NY 100-.63874 
UNDZV-LOPZD LZADS 
CHICAGO FIZLD DIVISION: 


At Chicago, Illinois — Will contact 
Ssquire lagazine, 919 North Michigan Avenue, and obtain from him all; 
. possible background information or data concerning the subject. 


PHILADELPHIA FIZLD DIVISION: b7D 


At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - “Till contact 
Saturday Zvening Post, Indeoendence Scuzvs, for ine 
muroose of determining what articles written by subject vere rublished 


in that magazine and will if practical review those artizies for the 
numose of determining whether or not there is any seditious material 
contained therein. 
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: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
This Case Originated at LOS ANGELES, CALIF. NY File No, 100-63874 SBS 
Report Made at Date "hen Made Period for Report Made By 
1/8/45 Which Made 
NEW YORK, N. r. 12/14,18/44 [O 
1/1/45 
Title Character of Case 
CHESTER BORMOR EIMES . INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SEDITION 
Synopsis of Facts: 


HOUGHTON & MINLIN CO. have not published nor con- 
tracted to publish any book for subject, Subject 
is unknown to them, Subject has a contract and 
ie presently writing a book for DOUBLSDAT DORAN 
CO, Articles written by subject ani published in 
"Esquire" reviewed herein, 


| - RUC - 
| 
' REFERENCE: Bureau File 105-2502. 
| Report of Special I e 
November 25, 1944 at Los Angeles, California. 
DETAILS: AT NI. YORS CITY, NEW YORK 


Co 
MIFLIN CUMPLNY, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 


New York, advised that CHESTER BORMOR HIMES has no 
contract with that Company for the publication of 
any book, pamphlet, or writings of any kind, He 
stated that HIMES is not known to that Comapny and 
that they have never published anything for him. 


RUSSELL & VOLKZNING, 522 Fitth Avenue, New York City, New - M 


that that partaership is the literary representative for the subject in 
the New York area. He stated that at the present time HIMES is under | 
contract to the DOUBLEDAY DORAN COMPANY and that he is presently writing 
& book for that Company. 


Spproved and Special Agen: 

Forwarded in Charge Do not write in these spaces 
e 5 Copies of this Report 

ureau 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

2 miu HEREIN ! UNCLASSIFIED Se 

2 Philadelphia DATE al sits py 4e 

2 New Tork 
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Form No. 1 LOS ANCELAS rue No, 100-22 661 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PEROS a | REPORT MADE BY 
ros aomas | ys |S Lo n 
| : ö l 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


me | 

CHESTER BORMOF HIMES | INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

|] SEDITION 
. SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

8 Subject's past employment record at Los Angeles reflects nothing ofa 

derogatory nature. Local informants have no additional information 

Current investigation indicates is Ls j j 
Dit 


regarding him, 
New York City, ana may remain there 


ermanentl 


n Subject's criminal record under FEI #176232 set out. 
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Mert MS Wage MR 
DATE TuS S „Alas eos 
Bureau file 105-2502 
Report of Special agent tea November 25, 
l9»hh, at Los Angeles. 
= Str 


AT LUS ANCELES, CALIFORNIA: 


7. $?. | 
Lors | | 

n The following concerns, by whom subject is known to have been em- 
 .Pioyed in the past at Los Angeles, have been contacted in regard to nis 

) t record and the possibility of any seditious or revolutionary state- 


REFERENCE: 


i 2 1 ' 
E KAISER-HUGHES | Nn 


S gina. Ge t 
| CHEF) jr San raat CANNING COMPANY; TOWLSAVER, INC.; 
batt y NGT MPANY, and BORDEN SALES || e 


; 
! 
Ciel AIRC ANY (warehouse); HUNTINGTON RUBBER CC} 


$ 
IN A 


eel GANUHACTURING' COL PANY (warehouse) 
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ip. 3 
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LÁ 100-22661 


However, subject's employment record at the above concerns 

reflected nothing aerogatory concerning him, At the last three named, he 
apparently worked for short periods of time during 194). Fe seems to have 
quit each job voluntarily, At only two of these companies, namely, the 

CALIFORNIA SANITARY CANNING COMPANY and TOWLSAVER, INC., was there any 
independent recollection of him. The personnel departments of both of these 
concerns rated him as a good worker, with nothing derogatory in his record. 
It appears that he voluntarily quit the CALIFORNIA SANITARY CANNING COMPANY 

ith a sort of a grudge, claiming he was being discriminated against becaüse bc 
Le is a Negro. Konever m— tne recalled him personally, saic that dis 
there was nothing unusual in his quitting the job voluntarily, as tnis hap- 
pens every day on the part of various employees, ana he could recall nothing 
that subject particularly attributed the alleged discrimination to. 


It is noted from investigation set out in reference report that 
subject apparently has friends among individuals who are either known or sus- 
pected Communist Party members, although there is no record that subject 
himself has ever been a member of the Farty. 


Local informants regarding Communist activities and membership 
have again been contacted, b ut they have no additional information regarding 
him. 

On January u, 19145, a pretext telephone call to subject's residence, 
,1026 De Garmo, Los Angeles, revealed that he has not yet returned to Los Angeles, 
is still in New York City, as has been previously reported, and that he ma 
reside trere 


Lcholas Street, New York City. 
at that time, however, that he expectei to return to Los Angeles às soon as 
his book haa been published by HOUGHTON & MIFFLIN COMPANY, New York. 


Following is subject!s criminal record under FBI 4176232 dated 
December 5, Ion, received from the Bureau: 


PD, Columbus, Chester Hines 11-28-27 forge held GJ $500, 
Ohio #10279 11-29-27 

PD, Cleveland Chester BJ Himes 10-5-28 inv. Released 10/6/28 
Ohio #--- 


PD, Cleveland 
Ohio 


Chester Himes 
#32729 


12-19-28, 20 yrs. 
OSpen 


LÀ 100-22661 


SP, Columbus, Chio 


PD, Los Angeles 
Calif, 


Commanding General 
Services of Supply 
Ue Se Army 
NAS. DeCo 


SCS, War Dept. 


Capt. of the Port, 


Chester Himes 
459623 


Chester Himes 


gub5- 


Chester Bomar 
Himes 456 RIS 


Ed 
ir EP Doke? 
É Himes #42-EUA 


Chester Bomar 


#1 


12-27-28 robbe 20-25 yrs, 
4~1-36 paroled - 
2-3-39 final rel. 
London Farm 


1210-1 

registered 

in accordance with city 
ordinance (not an arrest) 


applicant for s f hlpr 
9-26-l2 


storeroom clerk 
3-5-43 


Sheet metal 


Long Beach, Calif. Himes fem helper 3-7-4} 
3 Admits, Columbus, Ohio, forg., 1927; prob. 
* Admits, Cleveland, Ohio, Susp.; $25 and costs, 192: 


-PENDING- 


LA 100-22661 
UNDEVELOPzD LEADS: 
THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION: 
AT NEW YORK CITY: 


*Is requested to discreetly ascertain if subject's book has yet 
been published by the Houghton % Mifflin Company, and if $c, obtain a copy 
for examination for possible seditious or revolutionary material it might 
contain. It is noted that the best information at hand indicates that this 
book is entitled "After the End Comes", concerning the publication of which 
subject is in New York City at the present time, located at 9L0 St. Nicholas 
Street. It is suggested that in the event the book has not yet been pub- 
lished, no contact with the publishing house for a review of its contents 
Should be made in the absence of instructions from the Bureau to do so. 


Is requested to determine, if possible, whether subject intends 
to remain permanently in New York City, as indicated by current investigation 
at Los Angeles. If it is determined that subject intends to remain in New 


York, the Bureau will be requested to change the office of origin to that 
Field Division. l 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT tu. ＋ 5 FILE NO. luu-22661 
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TITLE CHARACTER OP CASE 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Sabject's past employaent record at Los angeles reflects nothing ofa 
derogatory nature. Local informants have no adiitional inforastion 


regarding his. N znvestirat.on imiicates s BIC 
subject's criminal record under FPI 7176232 a:t out. 
ut du ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
m HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED t3,312 
A/F ORANGE: DATE AA ebe 


Bureau file 105-2502 
sort of Special agent 1 dated Koveaber 25, 
Il, at Los ingeles. 


with Liao 3 


AT moy A XGL: 8 5 SAL FORA: 


The following concerns, by whom subject is imom to have been em 
ployed ia tke past at Los Angel:s, have been contacted in regard to nis 
employment record anu tre ;ossibility of any seditious or revolutionary siate- 


ments Le might have made; 


CARLA CAML. SANITARY ASMNING COMPANYS Rs C. 3 — XAISEZReUUCHRAS 
LIRCRAFT COMPANY ace cali t i Yam SOTO RUBBER C MPARY, and BORDER GATOS 
JARUFACTURINO COMPANY (warehouse) 


“APPROVED AND | SPECIAL AGENT , 
ÜFORWARDED: 3833 DO MOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


JREAU — OF THIS REPORT 
5 KURER 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. 2-95. | 11245 — uns 


TITLE € ^ | CHARACTER OF CASE 
CHESTER BORMOR HIMES N INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
N SEDITION 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS: "Qaturday Eve 


written by CHESTER 3 Er Fae. Poe 24 
published in nue, VA - EQ. PO PER — 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED rejected, q iu .. 
HEFEIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDES TI | | VEC u8 wy 
DAT. AES pydiA S cy Vom 5 - RUC - ANS. , 
REFERENCE t Bureau file Noe 105-2502, Lo] 
Report of Special 5 dated 
January 8, 1945, at New York, T. T. b7C 


DETAIIS + AT PHILADELPHIA, Pá. 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent in 
Charge JOHN F. SBARS. 


Cee me ra et ees 
reoords of his office failed to reflect any articles 9 


by the "Saturday Evening Post“ written by the subject, CHESTER BORMOR HIMES. 


on Octeber 20, 1943, an article was received by his company — 
\ entitled "Reunion with Pietro." The reogrês reflected that do 
104 | | employee of the "Saturday Evening Poste returned the &rticle to AN 
| HIMES on October 21, 1943, with the notation that the story v was rejested by oe "Y 
magarins. j PA "ASA 
On December 21, 1943, the reoerds reflected that CHESTER HIMES, 1056 North Pagers NETS 
Drive, Los Angeles, California, sent in an 5 to the msg ` 


, |Me At The Enemy" and a short item entitl ! George Brown." la! 
qu | t the above mentioned writings of HMS were — to hix as q r 47, M 
APPROVED ANN y» A "M SPECIAL AGENT — : | : ECCE IN THESE SPACES 
COPIES 22 E s poe d» 2 ol 
g- 1$ MAY ap v g- s. m 
Los 1 Cos * ' ap 
2 - Philadelphia eee A 


a EA gostes. 


T. & Ont WAXMENT PRINTING OFTIOR 7—2034 


PH, FILE NO. 100-2992 


1943. A rejection slip was signed by] — of the "saturday 
Evening Poste" 


that the “Saturday Evening Post" has not received articles 
from HIMES since his last story was rejected, 
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Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ‘105 ANGELS, CALIF, FILE NO. 10049732 aek 
REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD und | REPORT MADE BY 
i WHICH MAD | 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 2-2-3 1-12-5 E ] 
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LIDATION 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: "Saturday venin ost” advises no msierial 


written by CESTE DAHIN LLUS was 
published in magazins., Two articles ware 


rejected, 
æ RUC - 
HEF RXNCE . Bureau file ko. 103-4 
Report of Special Agent ás tod 
January E, 1945, at How Tork, N.Y, 
DETAILS: zT PHILADELIWIA, DA. 


The followin, investi ation was conducted by Speelal nt in 
Char ze JOHN F. s. 


ee estt indepenáenoo quare, 
records o office failed to reflect any articl.s published 


by the “Saturday vwuning oet? written by the subjcet, if STON WORNI UIM t. 


UStenr , 1343, en articla vas received uy his company |... 
ORE KIM S entitled "Reunion with Pietre." The records refluctad that s 
mama employse of the “Saturday ..vouin; Frost” returned the article e 

Eca ber 21, 1943, with the notation that the story uss rejected by as 
gatine. 


OR Deoember 21, 194.2, the records refloeted that CHESTER Ii WS, 1056 hor tà Dearne 
rie, Loe An;eles, California, sent in em article to the pines 
Me At The Lnemy* and a short itom entitlet "An! George Brown." 
that the above mentioned writings of us were returned to him as of Jecember 27, 
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REPORT MADE AT , DATE WHEN MADE 1275 | REPORT MADE BY 
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TITLE mx CHANGED D" | CHARACTER OF CASE 
"i & — : 
CHESTER POMAR HIMES, wa. Chester Bormof Himes ! INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


| SEDITION AM 


— ate PAE TTT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Indices of Clev d Field Division nega- 
tive on subject 
CC J SS data set forth. Subject 


in New York City at present time, writing 
novel under a Rosenwald Fellowship. Credit 
negative. Cleveland PD criminal record 

set forthe 


— —äñä— a aver — 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special — n! a 45 dil 
dated November 25, 19uli at Los Angeles, 


california, e L— —1- 


DETAILS: The title of this case is being marked 
changed to reflect tne correct speiling 
of the subject's midale name, (formerly 
BORMOR) as reflected upon Selective Service 
records in Cleveland, Ohio. 


ALL IFC as Le 


A 18 UNCLASSIFIED ESA? The incices of the Cleveland Field Division 
HERE 5 WNC 


were checked in regards to the subject DIC 
oare OR gritado Deme s 
l negative resultSe 
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of Local oard 
FeO, Cild Ave land, Ohio, 
advisea that the subject. was registered with 
this board and rurnished the following 


information from his Selective Service | E 
File: i 
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As CHESTER HIMES arrested Cleveland, Ohio, October 5, 1928, 
charge investigation, released, 


As CHESTER B. HIMES arrested Cleveland, Ohio, December 1, 
1928, charge robbery at point of revolver. ‘Stole cash 
and Jewelry valued at five thousand dollars--brought back 
from Chicago, Illinois. Pled guilty December 19, 1928, 
sentenced to twenty years Ohio. State Penitentiary. Re- 
TOH on parole from Ohio State Penitentiary April 1, 
1936. 


There is & note in the Cleveland Police Department Files that 
the subject was turned over to Federal authorities in October 1928. The 
Federal Agency is not identified, nor is there any reason for the subject's 


being picked up. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TUE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


3 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New York City, New York 


It is noted in referenced report that subject is having a book 
published by the Houghton and Mifflin Company, and that a copy is to be 


examined if the book has b: en released, Fro investigation in the Cleve- 
land Field Division, subject is under coniffct to the Doubleday, Doran and 
Company and is writing a book entitleg4MAs Change Comes On“, It is observed 
that if the book "As Change Comes a separate edition from that in 


referenced report, it also should be examined for possible seditious or 


revolgiopary material, , , 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: February 13, 1945 


pres : SAC, Los Angeles 


SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, w. a. 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
SEDITION 


A review of this file reflects that HIMES is apparently re- 
siding in New York where he is engaged in writing a book under a Rosenwald 
NS Fellowship. The Los Angeles Field Division has reviewed all the information 
available to it and recorded same and, accordingly, it is suggested that the 
New York Field Division be designated office of origin in this case. 
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New York 
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SAC, Ton scale \ — Vardh 12, 1985 
dia Xe Weed ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Invest! gation 


CHESTER POMAR HIVES, wa Chester Damor Mass; 
INT RIAL SECURITY ~ Qs SET Me 


Reference ia made to your letter dà February 13, 1945, requesting that 
the Office of Origin in the abovo-entitled be changed to "ew 19154 memos 570 
of this case still maintains a denos in Los Angeles 

indican hu wena to Los Angeles completion 
of that Les 'ngales the Office af Ori unt. 
ion te on ii la tely established that sub intends to remain in "ew 
York permanectly, | | 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


Los Angeles, California FILE NO. 100217587 


REPORT MADE AT 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DATE WHEN MADE 


2/16/45 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


277% C] mams 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: F | Magazine, Chicago, 
nois, furnished no 


ckground information concern- 
ing subject. Subject sends material to Esquite in 
Chicago through Agent. Last known address was 1056 
North Degarmo Drive, Los Angeles, California, 


TITLE 


CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 


~ RUC œ 
REFERENCE: Report of Special agonf sé CZ 1/8/45 ; 
at New York City. | ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED 
DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: DATE N s 
DIG 
| Magazine, 919 North 97 
chigan Avenue, cago, advised that he did not personally ide 
JST know the subject inasmuch as he has never met HIMES, 
eS 
o SN first got material from the eubject 
«S SAN around ten years ago while the subject was a trusty on a 
er prison farm at Columbus, Ohio. He claimed that of recent 
Ky date the only material obtained from the subject vas through 
ubject's Agents, RUSSELL and VOLKENING, 522 Fifth Avenue, 
«St Nen York City. 
m o 
i a FL tho latest address listed in the files 
et^ Esquire for the subject was on July 27, 1944. Subject's 
Nat NET addrees at that time was 1058 North Degarmo Drive, Los 
N. Es g Angeles, California. 
$ f} ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT. Los Angeles, Celifornia FENO. 100217537 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 2/16/45 2/15/45 [cus 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
CHEETFR BORMOR HIMES INTERMAL SECURITY - C 


SE^ITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: F Magasine, Chicago, 
Tllinois, no baekground information ceoreern- 


ing subject. ‘Subject sends material to :equíre in 
ch enge through ent. Last know: address wae 1650 
north Pegarmo Drive, Les Angeles, California. 


e RUC - 


WO FERE! Cho Report of special agent Tantas 1/0/47 


LETAILS: AT CHICAGO- ILLINOIR: : 


Le xum Jubii b e 
Wiehigan Avenue, cego, advised thst he did not personally 


know the eubject inasmuch as he har never met UDNES, 


— got material from the subject 

yz n years ago while the subject was a trusty or a 
prison ferm at Columbus, Ohio. He claimed that of recert 
date the only terial obtained from the subject wes throujr 


subjoct's ‘gents, RUSSELL and VOLKENINO, 522 Fifth ‘venue, 
New York City. 


the lates address listed in the files 
ef Esquire for the subject was on July 27, 1944, Subject's 
address at that time was 1058 Kerth Degarmo rive, Los 
Angeles, California, 


REFERRED EPON COMPLE TT TO THE OFFICA CF QFICI- 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


| | 


“APPROVED AND 


FORWARDED: N CHARGE 


——— 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | 
| RMATION CO: 
^ NER HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED P36% ‘4 

jJ - Les Angeles pare 2U8 A3 evasion 


2 - Chicago 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Tom No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA NY - "^ 10063874 MKS 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH MADE 


l 
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e 2/2733 — 
"iE Au roses corel 4° /213/1/45 — 3 
HEREIN IS e a en ren OF CAS 
IE. 2b 9685 By AMS CAPS 
ae: INTERNAL SECURITY-<C 
CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, alias Chester Bormor Himes SEDITION |. — 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject presently residing at 940 3t. Nicholas Avenue > 
NYC and probably will remain in NYC, but additional 
information not available at the present time. 


Bureau File = = 
Report of S.A dated 1/8/45 at toe Angeles. 
At New York City: 


CE 940 
St. Nicholas Avenue, New York City sed that the 


subject is,at the present time, residing at this 
address in apartment 6H. He stated that the subject 


| came there approximately six eight months ago, and 


lived with relatives, but /about Christaas of 
1944, the subject's wife came to New York from California, 
and they thereupon took an apartaent elsewhere, 
however, that about March 4,1945 they b7C 

mov with relatives at 940 Ste Nicholas b75 
Avenue, New York City. He was unable to state definitely 
whether the subject intended to remain at that address, 
making it his permenent address. He stated that when 
the subject first came to New York his intention was 
definitely to return te California, but now since his 
wife has arrived in New York, they are undeoided as 
to what te do and are awaiting developments at the tine 
of the completion of a book which the subject is now 
engaged in writinge however, that in 
his opinion, the subject will probably remain in New 
York Citye It sheuld be noted that the subject is : 
presently engaged in writing & book entitl k b orn on 
Comes On" for the Doubleday Dorsn Publishing an x.. 
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NY 100-5387 


NEMEN CU the following desoription of the subject; ^'^ 


Name 


Race 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 


Eyes 
Complexion 


CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, alias 
Chester Bormer Himes 

Negro 

37-38 years 

31 10% 
1500155 lbs, 
Black 


Brown 
Dark 
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NY 100-63874 


UNDEVELOPED TXADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
At New York City: 


Will, after the publioatiom of the book "As Change Comes On", now 
being written by the subject, review this book for possible seditious 
or revolutionary material. 


Will also determine definitely whether ths subject intends te remain 
permanently in New York City, 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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orm No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT uS ANGELES £ Caj li "OF NIA nr NON 1000s 3274 are 


REPORT MADE AT | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
| WHICH MADE 


O Maas UIA 
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NEN TEA GITY _ 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASK 


INTE NAL SEGU ITI. 
. CRESTED Har Hl, allan Chester Homer Hine — SETI TEA 


NYU and probably will remain in Me, but ad:itional 
inforuati n not available at the present time. 


Bureau File 1 Xe Pos 
REFERENCE: Report of S.A dated 1/8/45 at los Angeles 
DETAILS»? At New York C 7 


venue, X 

sae is,et the present time, residing at this 

adress in apartacnt 6H. He siate! thet the subject 

came there approximately six eight months ago, and 

lived with relatives, but th@t/about Christaas of 

1.44, the subject's wife came to New York from California, 

and they thereupon took an apartment elsewhere, — bic 
wever, thet sbout darch 4,1;45 they 

again move: in with relatives at 94) Jt. Nicholas 

Avenue, ew York City. He was u.able to state definitely 

whether the subject intended tc remain at that address, 

making it his pe manent aiiress,. He stated that when 

the subject first came to den York Ms intention was 

definitely to return to (ulifomia, but no since his 

wife has arrived in New York, they are undecided as 

to what te do and are awaiting developments at the tie 


of the oompletion o subject is now 
engaged in writing. ever, that in 
his opinion, the subject will proza remain in Mew 


York City. It should be noted that the subject 12 


presentl, engaged in writing a book entitled "As Change 
Comes ^n" for the 'oubled.y Loren Publishing Company. - 


A SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 1 8 8 presently residing at 40 St. Nicholas Avenue, DIC 
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E FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
B AT LOS ANGELES FILE NO. 100-22661 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 5 REPORT MADE BY 
LOS ANGELES 4/2/45 3/27,28/45 RW b?7C 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE " à; 
CHESTER BOMAR HIVES, W. A. INTERNAL SECURITY (c) / o QX 


SEDITION 


— — — —— er a a mama — — 


Information obtained through subject's father 
at Los Angeles that subject is still in New York — 
and will remain there indefinitely.  Recontact 

, With informants on Communist matters in Los 

Angeles reveals no record—of-any-Communist-&oti- 

vity or affiliation on the part of subject here. 


ALL ANCONA OS CONTAINED 


SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: 


| | M y / 
(our rope 
li f > 


i HEREIN E UNCLASSIFIED BIC 
l yqusa OMS ere 
REFERENCE : | Bureau File 4105-2502, DATE. 43885 8 
Report of Special Agent New 


York City, dated 3/2 " 
DETAILS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFOPNIA 


By means of a pretext telephone call to the subject's 
home at 1056 North DeGarmo Drive, Los Angeles, on March 27, it was learned 
from an individual who identified himself as subject's father tnat CHESTER 

OwrwES is still in New York and is expected to remain there for an indefiníte 
period of time. On March 28, another pretext telephone call developed infor- 
mation from the father that he did not believe subject would return to Los 
Angeles at all and certainly not in the near future. 


It is noted that this is in line with the information 
developed by the New York Field Office as set out in referenced report dated 


OBS DHA yy py Y ` 


412 10 196 : 
MAY 10 1369 Recontact with all reliable informants on Communist E 
( matters in the Lcs Angeles area has again been made for the purvose of deter- 
mining if subject HIMES has ever been active or affiliated in Communist circles 
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LA 100-22661 


in this aree, Informants had no information to indicate that Subject is or 
has been so engaged. 


PENDING 


LA 100-22661 
UNDEVELOPED LEADS: THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT NEW YORK CITY 


*Will, after the publication of the book "As Change Comes On", 


now being written by the subject, review this book for possible seditious or 
revolutionary material. 


*Nill also determine definitely whether the Subject intends to 
remain permanently in New York City. 


Will, in the event the New York Office determines that Subject 


intends to remain there, request the Bureau to change the origin in this matter 
to New York. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


55 AT LOS ANGELES FICE NO: 100-22661 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE | 
LOS ANGRLES 4/2/45 | yer, 28/45 | — RW 
Wages rr ora O B Cu E ME Ka (| character OF CASE 
| 
CHESTER BOLAR HIMES, w.a. | INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
| 
| 


SEDITIOS — 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Information obtained through subject's father 

at Los Angeles that subjeot is still in New York 

and will remain there indefinitely. Recontact b7C 
with informants on Communist matters in Los 

Angeles reveals no record of any Communist aoti- 

vity or affiliation on the part of subject here. 


P. 
REFERENCE: Bureau File j105-2502. 
Report of Special Agent New 
York City, dated 3/21/45. 
DETAILS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


By means of a pretext telephone call to the subject's 
home at 1056 North DeGarmo Drive, Los Angeles, on ifarch 27, it was learned |, 
from an individual who identified himself as subject's father that CHESTER | -——+ 


HIMES is still in New York and is expected to remain there for an indefinite ^ | 


period of time. On March 28, another pretext telephone call developed infor- N. 


mation from the father that he did not believe subject would return to Los 
Angeles &t all and certainly not in the near future. 


It is noted that this is in line with the information | 
developed by the New York Field Office as set out in referenced report dated we 
March 21, 1945. 


Recontact with all reliable informants on Communist 
matters in the Los Angeles area has again been made for the purpose of deter- 
mining if canes HIMES has ever been active or affiliated in Communist circles 
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ESB: WMJ 
105.2502 
AC, "ew Tork April 10, 415 
John poe Hoover - Director, Federal Durcau of Investigation 
Sen UTOR ERC TT SEO e De GET a RN 


Doferenoe is rade to thr re ort o^ pedial A; -n[ ha ted 


at "ew York “ity on January 3, 2945, in which it 1s stated thit sul ject [nes has a 
contract with and 'B nresentiy writing a book ‘or Doubladay Soran Corra 


Tt ia des! red that you make a discreet contact with Doubleday Loran Cormany 
and when mb Ject'o book has bean published, a copy shoul’ be obtained acc rev! owed. 
Tf the book contains material wiich ia noss’ n bly t sedi ti o tious, tt should be sent to the 
Dureau for review, b7C 

it is also der rec that tic loped lead set forth in the rer ort. 
subri tted by Special Arent nt Toa Angele B, C pei d eh on January 8, 
1945, to ascertain oubject's intention to remain tn e Terk © ity, be covered, An 
effort should be nade to determine the stare of his activi ties, <P ay, waile tn 
New “ork City. 
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+ Offic Memorandum + 


T TO : Dtreeter, Federal Bureau ef Iuvestigation DATE: May "t ae 
4 «52. SAC, Les Angeles „ 


0 fá o . CHESTER nou f krass; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 4105-2502)  . f 


: Reference is made to the réport of Special Pier! pier tg 5 
dated April 2, 19h45, at Los Angeles, end te the Bureau's letter to New 77 rs 
dated April 10, 19145. It is noted that previous investigation in this matter . 
hes indicated that the subject has bem in New York City fer a considerable | $5 


period of time and that he is expeeted to remain there. 


Hewever, on May 26, 1945, it: ned through a pretext Does 

telephone call te subject's Los Angeles heme address that both the subject, — b7C 5 
, [, CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, and hie wife, » have recently returned to Les Angeles | 

| ` although their stay 1s expected = emporery. It was learned that they ne. 

longer reside at their previeus 33 . 1056 N. de Garte Drive, r 

C | but are presently staying at 1 West 37th 8 „ Los Angeles, whieh is uo 

Ne ut ] merely a temporary address inacauch as HIMES ie AM te return te New Yerk. ` vod 
AU . Tx 


Additional investigation will be conducted by the Los Angeles fies 
to determine if and when the subjeet will return te New York and, if possible, s 
. the nature ef his activities in Les Angeles at this time. 6 


Inasmuch as the best infermation available to date indicates, kew- | | n 
ever, that subject will return to New York, it is suggested that the New York ` 
offíee conduet logical investigation te complete the leads as prega vos in M 
reference letter from the Bureau to Kew York. l IM gea 


ee-New York 
MMB : EFD 
100-22661 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED m. 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED * 
MERE cd aas 


NY 100-6387, 


residing in New York City, and also whether he intended to reside permanently 
in New York City, and also what his activities have been sinve his residence 
in New York City. Confidential Informan stated that HIMES moved from b2 
Q St. Nicholas Avenue, some two months ago and left no forwarding address. 
was uneble to advise whether HIMES intended to remain in New York City, 
or what his activities were while here except to say that HIMES was writing 
Some sort of a book, 


lhe local United States Post Office covering 940 St. Nicholas Avenue, 
was contacted on June 16, 1945 in an effort to determine if HIMES left a 
forwarding address, with negative results, 
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NY 100-6387, 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 
AT LOS ANGELES 


will endeavor to ascertain if and when the subject will return 
to New York and if possible, the nature of his activities in Los Ángeles 
at the present time, 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT NEW YORK CITY 


Go" now being written by the subject, review this book for p possible seditious 


qa re a Iu 


or mm 
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| Will, after the publication of the book, "If He Hollers Let Him 
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NY 100-63874 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The confidential informants mentioned in the report of Special 
Agent d&ted July 12, 1945 at New York City, are 
identified as follows: 1 


Avenue, New York City. 


ffe Memorandum - 


16 : psio Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General AV TM ! 


8 
E 


SUBJECT: CHESTER pomo ames, v. a. 
Internal Security - C 
Sedition . 


dated &t Cleveland, Ohio, February 3, 1945. 


If you have any report written . to the report: bones 
mentioned, would you kindly forward a copy of it to the Criminal Division, e 
that this matter may be brought to & logical conclusion at the earliest possible | 
date. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ? be 


orm No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT FILE NO. 


LAS ANTE 2 
Lusia | xt 100 63974 *. 
DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR 


REPORT MADE AT i REPORT MADE BY 
| | WHICH MADE 5/21, 
NEF YORK CITY | 742/45 — 246/A4,18/45 3 
T!TLE I CHARAYTER OF CASE 
CHESTER BOMAR NIMES, wa. INT secs 
2 ³ðé KA ĩ A eel SOR SEM DRE 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
Title of HINES! book changed to If. 
Let idm Oo" . Book expecte: to te rel , 
10/5/45. Arra&n,ements made to secure copy. p 
HIMES moved frou MC St. Sicholas Ave., NYC, no 
forwarding address, No information available 
| regarding HIVES’ intention to regide pero y 
in NYC or activities while in . 
AFN N. 1 Report of Special Agent 3/21/45, Nem York. 
Report of Special Ajent &4/2/,5,108 Angeles. 


Bureau lett«r to New York, 
Letter to Bureau irom jos ingeles, 6/26/45. 


DETAILS I AT NES YOR" CITY, 


On May 21, «nd 23, 1945, Confidential Informant MILL 
that the title of CHESTER ROMAR HIMES? book has 
chan ad to “If He Hollers Let Him Co.“ 


peg es " hb 2 

The book is expected to be released op october 5, 1245, x 
and arranjements were ma ‘e through Conficential Informan! to secure @ iD 
copy of the sane. q 


— 


n Mes O " ^ to 
On day 23, 1945, June 4, and 16, 1945, Con ficent 11 
Inormant{ 28 contacted in an effort ta “determina if HIMERA was still 


“APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT 
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— or riser te ERSANG CONTAINED 
| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 250. 750 
Sauronu | DATE JS py Gias at 
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Jer York. eee € aed = 
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RECORD 


ESB: LVO ! 
50 102802 AO 


Assistant Attorney General T. L. Caudle 


AG 


September 5, 1945 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


CHESTZ? BOMAN HIMES, with alias 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated August 13, 


1945, requesting that any information obt 
subsequent to the report of Special Agent 
dated at Cleveland, Ohio, February 3, 1945, be submitted to you, 


For your information there are attached copies of the 


following investigative reports: 


Report of Special Agen 

dated February 16, ous E — m 
Report of Special p E | 
dated April 2, 1945, at eles, ornia, 
Report of Special zs ER 
dated July 12, 19h45, at ork, New York. 


Additional information concerning this subject will be 


forwarded to you as it is received. 
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Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIG:NATEDAT | LOS ANGULES rue NO. 100-22661 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE EM 0 REPORT MADE BY 
LOS ANGRLES suis Lie; Va, ; [x 
% 15 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
CHESTER BOMAR HINES, WA | INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SSDI'IOM HIC 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject has reportedly continued to 
iz the past several montlis, 


NFM CE: Bureau File No, 105-2502 


pé E p: A. S $c 
Report of Special Agen dated April 2, [ 1] 


1945, at Los Anceles 


Letter to Bureau from Los ángeles dated May 26, 1945 


Report of Special vi E | dated July 
J2; 1945, at New York Ci e ALL INFO NATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED © 336,313 
ic 2M ex 


eds tALOMS 
(o, DETAILS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA DA 
E . 


E Throueh| BEN was ascertained tüat the subject, CHESTER b2 
Es gica: - BONAR VIVAS, has been in New York City continuously for the past several a 
months, 
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Apartment 6H, 940 St. Nicholas Place, New York City, 
New York, 


p? 
The above information was obtained tof č ] under b7D 
date of September 5, 1945. 
It will be noted that a discreet inquiry in the vicinity 
of 1717% West 37th Street, Los Angeles, California, failed to reflect the 
fact that the subject was known in that community or had evar resided at 
that address, b7C 


It WL 
| ' : ntormation in the Los Angeles Field 
* | Division who were generally familiar with the activities of tne Comaunist - 


further be note 


Party in this area has failed to reflect t':at the subject has cver been 
active in Communist affairs in this area, 


LA 100-22661 
UNDEVELOPZD LEADS 


We YORK FTELD DIVISION 
AT Um YCRK CITY, UBS YORK 
Will, after the publication of the book, "If Ue Hollers 


x 
Let Him Go", now being written by the subject, review this book for 
possible seditious or revolutionary material, 
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3626 Extension l 


Michigan 


A temporary confidential inforinant symbol has been desig- 
nated for office security reasons, 
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Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ARG"L IS FILE MO. 100-22661 


REPORT MADE AT DATR WHEN MADE PERI IOD FOR 


REPORT MADE BY 
LOS ANCELAS 9/1/45 iia o — Am 
TITLE CHARACTER Of CASE 
CHYSTER BOMAR HIMES, WA INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


S*^T'"TON 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


b 
-æ P E 
RMA: Bureau File Ne. 105-2502 
Report of Special Agent dated April 2, 
194,5, at Los Angelese | 
Letter to Bureau fre Los Angeles dated Hay 26, 1945 
Report of Special —— dated July 
12, 1945, at New Yerk City. 
CET ITS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORMIA 
— — was ascertained that the subject, CHESTER 
BOAR E has been in New ity e for the past several 


months, 


APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: 


ED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED " 
(J baren HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

- Kew York rud 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: September 19, 19h5 


(ob : SAC, Los Angeles 


L 


SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, wa 


INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
dated September Ih, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, five copies of which have 
been designated for the Bureau and are enclosed herewith. 


Inasmuch as the subject 1s presently residing in New York City, the 
Bureau is requested to designate New York City as the office of origin. The 
Bureau's attention is also directed to the faot that it does not appear that 
the subjeot has been connected with the Communist Political Associat ion or the 
Communist Party in any manner in the Los Angeles Field Division, It is there» 
fore suggested that this case is not properly a Security Matter = C oase, and 
that the oharaoter of the oase should be SEDITION, 


100-2661 — 
NNK «MTS ; gm Lh — 


co = New York City 
Enolosures (5) 


SN 
Iss (34564075 


“cc... O - ies | M 


Aseistant Attorney General T. L. Caudle December 3, 1945 
Criminal Division 


John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investigation 


CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, with aliae 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDITION 


Reference is made to our previous correspondence regarding the 


above-captioned matter, your file reference TLO:DA:MLE 146-28-1519. There 
is transmitted for your further 


1 tion as of the investigative 99 
report submitted by Special Agen dated September 14, 
1945, at Los Angeles, California. 


I shall appreciate your reviewing this report in conjunction with 
those previously submitted and advising me whether further investigation 
"UL h|is desired, looking toward prosecution for violation of the Sedition Statutes. 
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STANDARD FORM ND. 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 


T : fürector, FBI DATE: Octobér 31, 1945 
nr" : SAC, Los DE | | 


./ SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, wa 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SEDITION 
Bureau File No, 1052502 


Reference is made to a letter from this office to the Bureau dated 
September 19, 1945, requesting that the office of origin in instant case be 
designated as New York City inasmuch as the Subject is presently residing 
there, In this regard the Bureau's attention is also directed to the fact 
that it does not appear that the Subject has been connected with the CPA or 
the in any manner in the Los Angeles Field Division, pointing out 
ins case is not properly an Internal Security - C. case and that the char- 
acter should be Sedition. 


Reference is further made to a letter to the Bureau from the New York 
Field Division dated October 16, 1945, & copy of which was designated 
ffice advising that the lead set forth in the report of Special Agent 
— 0 July 12, 1945, at New York City, would not be — 
ew of Bureau Bulletin 555, Series 1945, dated September 12, 1945, directing 
the closing of sedition investigations administratively. 


HFC 
IE NS 


Inasmuch as the investigation of this case was initiated on the speci- 
fic request of the Department, it is believed that in this instance the Bureau 


0 LR || hould authorize closing the case. 


The Bureau is requested to advise whether or not under the circum 
stances, this case.may properly be closed under Bureau Bulletin #55, Series 


1945. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


MCN 
- É, Ce Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
100-6387 
yc Aa Director, FBI / 


5 : SAC, New York 
L p SUBJECT: CHESTER Bona MINES, WA. ; 
INTE4AL SECURITY - C 
SEDITICN 
Bureau file 105-2502 


5 Reference is made to the lead set forth in the report of Special 
N Agent Ca] da tea July ies 1945 to review subject's book 
EN p: EE HOLL.4S LET HIM GO". 
* E ems 
S 
ier A review of the file reflects that investigation to date fails to 
N indicate subject has been connected with the Communist Party. o 1 
Ea Reference is also made to Los Angeles letter to the Bureau dated 570 
“> September 19, 1945 stating there was no indication of subject's connection 
x with the Communist Party in the Los Angeles Field Division and suggesting 
x] the character of the case should be Sedition. 
— 
) In view of Burean Bulletin No. 55, series of 1945, date 
, September 12, 1945, directing the closing of sedition favesti gations 
ue administratively, the lead set forth in the report of Special Agent 
— will not be covered and this case is being referred upon 
eo completion to the office or origin. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


: Director, FBI DATE: December 5, 


: SAC, Los Angeles 


SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, with alias 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C; SEDITION 
Bureau File No. 105-2502 


Reference is made to & letter to the Bureau from the 
Los Angeles Field Division dated October 31, 1945, pointing out that in- 
asmuch as the investigation of this case was initiated at the specific 
request of the Department, it was believed that in this instance the 
Bureau should authorize closing the case. 


The Bureau is again requested to advise whether or not, 
under the circumstances, this case may properly be closed under Bureau 


Bulletin No. 55, Series 1945. MEN 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ; | 


TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: Decenber 17, 1945 | 
FROM : Theron L, Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, TLC :DBA sGMK 
) Criminal Division E 
SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, wa 1628-1517 
TG: INTERNAL SECURITY - C pec 
| SEDITION E Mr 
T 


l Reference ís made to your memorandum of December 3, 3 
1945, in the above matter. un 


Upon review of the reports in- Tis case P 1t 18 bhe- en 


gv |opinion of the Criminal Division that no further ä x 
qua is necessary at the present time, / [ ee din 10 | 
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a F FT 
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zan, los Angelas January L, Ihe 


John Sd ar oover - Director, Federal Bureau o? investisation 


Oise ROMAN IOS, wa 


>» ` INTERNA. SECURITY © C; eeprrroy 


f Fê 


55 


neference is made to your letters dated ^ctober 31 and December 5, 1915, 
regarding the above captioned case. For your information, the Crininal Mvision 
of tre Department, after reviewing the various reports submitted in this case, 
nas cow advised that it is tne opinion of the ^riminal “ivision that no further. 
investigation is necessary at the rre-ent time, 


This case, therefore, may be nroperly placed in a closed status. 
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UNITED STATES GO'"^RNMENT Án i j na 
(UP 
Memoranuum E 
TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (105-2502) 
Q | 
T pos SAC, LOS ANGELES (10-22661) 
O 
SUBJECT: CHESTER BOMAR HIMES 
SM - C 
Re Washington Field Office letter to New York, 
6/23/64 and New York letter to Los Angeles, 7/23/64, 1 
Washington Field Office by referenced letter, | uy 
reported the results of & file review of the Passport P. eo 
Office, Department of State, Washington, D. C., which " N 
À disclosed CHESTER BOMAR HIMES on March 15, 1961 at Nice, nid de ^ 
2 France, was issued a Passport No. Z015104, which was to < >) 
Dra 15 March 15, 1964. The application, dated March 14, “of 
1961, reflected HIMES was born July 29, 1909 at Jefferson — 7 
L City, Missouri, and his current residence was listed as 


Le Cormoran St. Laurent du Var. A.M. France, whereas his 
permanent address was given as 65 University Place, 
New York City. 


| On March 20, 1964, HIMES filed a renewal 
X application for Passport Z015104 at Paris, France. 


„ab The passport was renewed March 20, 196! and is valied 
a N > until March 14, 1966. His address was listed as 3 Rue 
a "m Bourbon le Chateau, Paris, France and his U. S. residénce 
RA was given as 23 East Tenth Street, New York City. Additional 


information wss set forth in the Washington Field Office 
letter and, although pertinent, is not being set forth herein. 


A reviewof the file reflects HIMES, in 1945, was a 
resident at 17175 West 37th Street, Los Angeles, which was 
reportedly a tempor&ry address since investigation disclosed 
he had returned to New York. 


On September 5, 1945, information was developed b 
ves Angeles which reflected 
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Apartment 6H 
940 St. Nicholas Place, New York City. 
ee, aera ` i IN f 


Files of the Los Angeles Office reflect no additional ° 
information concerning*HIMES's residence since 1945. 
in 


— t i 


New York is requested to đetermine whether or not 
23 East Tenth Street, New York City, is the permanent 
residence of HIMES and advise Los Angeles in order that an 
FD 128 can be submitted. 
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AND FIELD OFFICES 


BLUES Anes anos 
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- Legal Attache, Paris 
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NATION OF ISLAM 
INTERN 


v "Muhammad Speaks," at Chica 
basis, This newspaper 


ADVISED BY ROUTING 


„on page 22, appears a photo 
Fi tif es Pierre Gaisseau, 


"A. The lead line indieates 
^ "8H of Police brutality," 


| to French television audienses. 

on a story writ by Himes. 
Maleolm 18 Ag ef 

Los Angeles on April 27 (1962) 


t 
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insident). 
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1944 and 1945 at the request 


2 - New Tork (105- 
l- Chicago (485386353 


- For el 
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kag “YELLOW | 
DUPLICATE i 


2 re : 
MARED un | 


— On / 


Director, FBI (25-330971) | 
Classified by Que 


De lassify 0 


AL SECURITY - NOI TS 


The Nation of Islam (NOI) 
111nois 


I 
M. 2 carries the fanatical views and hate 
ag propaganda of this antiwhiíté organigation (see SAC Letter 
o. 62-38 (A), dated 7-11-62 for an appro 


isation). In the issue of "Muhammad 
aph of three individuals iden- 


MT eneh film producer-director; 
| Chester Himes, noted auther; and Muslim Minister Malcoln. 
FILM PRODUCER sees results 
The article following indicates |. 
©  Geisseau arrived in New York from Paris to seek material — 
P for his first feature-length movie about Harlem and a E 
i two-hour deeumentary on the American Muslims te be shown Vi 


eserding te the article, 
a Muslim killed in i 
by poliee to a "greatly | 
par a Pierre Gaisseau" and that Geisseau e UA X 
nterest in the Los Angeles police brutality stery where r 
“seven unarmed Muslims Were gunned dewn" (see 
ted 5~25-62 for details eoneerning this 


m er la is Ma 
ster of Temple No. 7 ef the NOI 
senetines referred to as the logica 
Muhammad, national leader of the NOI, 
of the New York Office, Bureau file 100-399321. 
be identical to Chester Bonar Hines, Bureau 
file 105-2502, who was the subject 


— ——— m 
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Cn 
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on a semimont 


Late character- 
" dated 7-31-62, 


The movie 1s to be based 
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SAC Letter 


leolm X Little 

New Tork City and 

i suceessor to 111 Jah 
figure 


He is a 
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of investigation in 
the Department as a result 7M 
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: Liaison Unit (Route through for revi AN 18 
e - 105-2 Oo (Chanter Hinos) dd E/S 19 189 2 
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Letter to Paris 
Re: NATION OF IBLAM 


25-330971 


| of an article he wrote whieh appeared in the May eu 
jeden of "The Crisi then described as the oftloia 
100ͤ fee, Qe 3 


Co People. The artiele, entitled "Negro Martyrs are 
„ Needed," advocated revolutionary action en the part of 
^ | \Wegroes to bring about the everthrew of eur — fern 


of government and the ereation of A 172 seio state, 
Himes was 5 as a Negro; son City, 
Missouri, 7-29-09, FBI No. ihe 12 NN 
Los Angeles and Now York at that É Investigation did 
net diselose y deter MEME po epe on the t 
of Himes at that tine and the Department advised in 1945 

no further In LII di ped Other tinent 
referenses in Bureau files 

1 Attaehe re, 19 letter captions die aree 


bes pe. ster Sonar tines, ber 

at Jefferson City, Missouri. A entitied D Pegagnie(100- 379980- 
Subversives . US Personnel in " dated 1 29) 
prepared by the eth Cie CIC Detaehment, refers to chester 

mar Himes, bern 2-29-09, in Jefferson City iy pee as 

a US sities and writer residing at 6, rue ait 16 Coe 
Paris 6 (Seine), Franse. He entered france on 12-22-53] (14052106016 

Pe 2 


sources | and 
contained in your files concerning hia whieh is per t 
to this investigatien sheuld alse be furnished te the Bureau 
in ferm suitable for dissenination. Yeu may desire to 
furnish te yeur contacts the information è ing in 
"Muhammad Speaks 3 a ener ef interest He appropriate G 


French . 
already available 


New York sheuld een ——M( sources to 
attempt to develop "T information available conserning 
the atien and f 
American Muslims and promptly furnish the Bureau and 
Chicago go full deteils in form suitable for dissemination. 
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Tun information is not 
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Letter to Paris 
Res: NATION OF ISLAM : 


25-330971 


ENTE OW TELA: 


This is the first information we have received 
indicating a film is to be made on “American Muslims." 
It 1s noted the film 1s presusably coin going te be shown 
to French television aud een] it is possible 
sual A Tile delli bo sem in cm Unceed Braten" It ie 
believed desirable to furnish this information to appro- 
priate French authorities inasmuch as it may emphasise 
police brutality in the United States. It is also 
| desirable to have details fer our information. w 
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residing and working at the addresses listed below. The. 
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UNITED STATES GU ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


10-106 


Director, FBI (Bufile- 105-2502 ) 


: sac LOS ANGELES (100-22661) 
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CHESTER BOMAR HIMES, aka 
Chester Bomor Himes 
SM C 


DATE: 


10/14/64 


ALL IRF Cf. , CONTAINED 


4 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSICIED t SCA el 


bark. hes By Al 


Vs à aid individual has been the subject of a Security investigation by this office. The 
New Yor 


Division has verified the permanent presence of the subject in its division as 


New 


considered the new office of origin. 


Restdence address 


em — — 2 mm 
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Check the following applicable Statements; 


The following pertinent items 


egistered Meil 


CI This individual is the subject ofa Security Index Card. 


changes in the Security Index at the Seat of Government. The 


York 
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Division is being 
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(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate 


Division 


should affix the addresses indicated above and the appropriate case file number.) 


U 


This subject is tabbed for Detcom. r 
This subject was carried as a Key Fiqure or Top Functionary. 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 
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Security Index Cards 
Serials (specify) (see page 2) 


Photograph of subject (check appropriate item listed below), 


3 
Ki 
E 


are being forwarded to the new Office of Origin with its copies of this letter; 


Cx Negative and three copies of most recent or best likeness photograph. 


None available. 
L1 Previously furnished. 
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A security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division and a copy has been designated therefor. 
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LA 100-22661 


report. 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 


5) 
6) 
7) 


. 


at Philadelp 3 


Chicago letter to Bureau, 2/16/15; 
at chicesoL ] 26/5 
at Chicago; 


Xerox copy of Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 


10/31/45; 


Xerox copy of Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 


Bureau letter to Los Angeles, 1/4/46; 


Xerox copy of 
1/7/46. 


bic 


12/5/45; 


clipping from "Los Angeles Tribune", 


Los Angeles Office has no additional information to 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-196 ] 
MAY 1982 EDITION i 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 - ^ 
UNITED STATES GC ;PNMENT Ly 


Memorandum | 


, DIRECTOR, FBI (105-2502) DATE: NOV 1 8 1964 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-63874) (c) 


C 
CHESTER BOMAR HIMES aia 
SH+C 
(00: NY) 


ie LA FD-128, dated 10/14/64. 


on 11/9468 —-——su— ou 
-> Hotel Alibert, 23 East TOT Ses NX, NY, advised SA b72 


that the subject had resided ai that 


roximately two weeks in March, 1964, 
Stated that the subject had left the notei 
around the first of April, 1964, leaving a forwarding 


address of 3, Rue Bourbon le Chateau, Paris, France. 


4 review of the NYO indices as well ag the 
subject's oase file has reflected no information indicating 
that the subject has ever been a member of the CP or 
related organizations, 


ln view of the fact that the subject has returned 
to France and has no CP connections, no LHM is being Submitted, 
and this case is being placed in a closed status, 
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